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In the last 20 years well over 3 million people have come to our state.  Since 2002 our population has grown by over three quarters of a million.  Today, we are over 9.3 million strong – and growing everyday.  
With growth comes new challenges and new opportunities.  220 years ago, in 1787, Benjamin Franklin sat at the Constitutional Convention looking at the president’s chair.  On the back of this chair he saw a painting of a sun, low on the horizon.  
For a long time, as he listened to the debates rage, Ben Franklin thought the picture was of a setting sun.  He hoped it would not turn out to be an appropriate symbol for this auspicious gathering.  Later he realized the painting was of a rising sun, symbol for a new day in America . . .  a new dawning of freedom and opportunity.  
Well, I’m proud to say the sun is shining brightly on Georgia.  We didn’t always have these clear skies.  There were years past when I didn’t have such rosy forecasts to report.  
Those first few years tested all of our mettle – it was not easy to start off the legislative session coming to Eggs and Issues . . . and offering bread and water.  
But each year this breakfast provides us with an opportunity to gather in common purpose before we return to the Capitol and begin the session.  

Those of you who rise this early after a night like last night – where I hope you all enjoyed yourselves – deserve a little sneak preview of our plans for this year before tomorrow’s State of the State Address.  I thank the Georgia Chamber for organizing the event once again.  

Education

This time last year I laid out my priorities for the upcoming session.  That list was simple – the top three were education, education . . . and education.  

My priorities this year are inspired by Stephen Covey and his wise counsel : the main thing is to keep the main thing the main thing.  Well, our main thing hasn’t changed.  We are still working hard to make our educational system top-notch.  

We remain focused on moving forward, on raising Georgia’s score in national measures like SAT rankings and graduation rates, both of which have improved.  
In four years our graduation rates rose 7 and a half percent.  We are proud of that progress.  But we will not be satisfied until all of our students graduate high school well-prepared for the future that awaits them.  

I think you’ll agree with me when I say that the job of educating our children does not fall solely on the shoulders of our teachers.  
That job requires parents to be involved . . . and the community to be engaged.  These kids need reinforcement that goes beyond the walls of their classrooms.  
I want to issue today a challenge, a call to action.  

My inaugural address yesterday spoke of a vision for the year 2020 – I’ve got a 20/20 vision.  

In 13 years, next year’s Kindergarten class will be seniors in high school.  I want each of them to walk across the stage in front of their friends and family with diploma in hand.  That is my vision.  That is our challenge.  
Our Board of Education, with Superintendent Cox and the support of schools across the state, have already committed to tackling this issue.  

And I thank the Georgia Chamber, who started work on it ten years ago.  You’ve asked what you can do to step up your efforts.  Well, today I’ve got something for your Sonny Do list.  

I ask today that each community work together to set and meet a local graduation goal.  I want to stretch – find something that’s ambitious but attainable.  
You know we’ve already placed graduation coaches in every high school across the state.  And this year we’re funding coaches in every middle school.  But we need your help to connect these coaches with the world our children will enter after graduation. 
You can provide real world experience for students by adopting a high school, by giving them opportunities like job shadowing or internships – anything to give students a sense of the exciting promises ahead of them. 
Senator Tommie Williams personally donated $1,000 to Montgomery County High School to start a “perfect attendance” lottery.
Each quarter, ten students with perfect attendance win a $20 cash prize.  And you better believe that helped raise attendance – it went up 15%!  
We need creativity like this in our schools.  We need your help.  And our state’s rapid growth means we’ll need more and more of it in the coming years.  Today’s classrooms have 40,000 more desks filled than they did last year.  

But there’s good news: more students in our schools tells us families are moving here.  Cars on our roads during rush hour tells us people are going to work in the morning.  A full parking lot at Hartsfield tells us people are visiting and doing business.  
All of these challenges are problems of prosperity.  They mean growth and opportunity for Georgia.  They mean Georgia is thriving. 

Transportation
We certainly see these problems of prosperity in our traffic congestion.  None of us like to wait, especially not in traffic.  
But folks, we are halfway through the 6 year, $15 billion Fast Forward program.  And we are continuing record spending for the third consecutive year to improve our roads.  

Last year the state committed more than twice as much money as we ever have to transportation.  This year we’re going to spend $2.3 billion – double our spending when I took office.  

We will continue to focus our resources.  We’ve got to streamline project delivery and meet the schedules we’ve set.  We need to encourage competition so we get the biggest bang for our buck.  
And we are looking for those innovative companies who want to bring dollars to the table to partner with us on major transportation projects.  

We see the problem, and we’re tackling congestion on our roadways.  But 50% of it is caused by accidents.  Last year we increased HERO unit coverage by 60 miles.  We’re adding another 80 this year, for 300 total miles of coverage.  Our accident clearance time has already been cut in half.  

So we’re cleaning up the wrecks, but the solution is to stop them before they happen.  That means we have to change the culture, bring about a sense of responsibility and accountability.  We have to stop the speeding.    

Here are the facts:
· Atlanta has one of the fastest metro area speeds – the average driver is traveling 20 miles/hr over the speed limit.  

· Georgians experience about one traffic fatality every five hours – that’s  over 1700 people every year, almost three quarters of the people sitting in this room – each year.  
· 20 percent of fatal accidents in Georgia are speed related.  

Accidents caused by excessive speed and aggressive driving are not just affecting congestion and causing traffic jams – they are killing people.  

It’s also a heavy burden on our health care system – every year we spend $7.8 billion on trauma.  Health care – and in particular, trauma care – is something we as a state cannot afford to ignore.  

But I am not going to shy away from problems of growth.  Growth means people are coming to Georgia – they want to live here, they want to work here, they want to bring new jobs here.  Problems of growth mean opportunities for our citizens.  

Economic Development

The President’s chair that Ben Franklin saw is painted with a rising sun – that’s exactly where I see our state.  Dawning as a national leader, a global center of trade and investment, an international destination.  
That’s why I’m calling on our Department of Economic Development to launch a new international initiative – Global Georgia.  Former Governor George Busbee put us on the map 30 years ago in international trade.  Today we will put up skyscrapers on the foundations he built.  

We will grow our Georgia brand in emerging economic engines like Asia while we also work to strengthen our presence in markets like Canada.

And we’re not just talking.  I’m recommending to the General Assembly that we invest an additional $5.1 million – a 135% increase – to help open the door to the world for Georgia companies.  
This work is growing markets for you, creating great opportunities for Georgia’s businesses, large and small.   More than 10,000 Georgia companies are exporting.  85% of those are small and medium-sized. 

Between 2001 and 2005, Georgia’s exports to Canada increased by $1.1 billion . . . to Asia they increased by $1.8 billion. . . and total exports across the globe increased by $5.9 billion – that’s a 41% increase in 5 short years.   
I am very proud that even as this world gets flatter, we are not relying solely on imports.  Our state’s import to export ratio is close to 1:1.  That means for every loaded cargo ship coming into our Savannah and Brunswick ports, one goes out laden with Georgia-grown products – like turf grass, for example.  
Just last week, we were in Washington County, Georgia for a Super Bowl turf send-off.  But our turf grass doesn’t just ensure that we make it to the Super Bowl every year.  It’s one of many Georgia-grown companies reaping the benefits of innovative ideas.  
Ladies and gentlemen, that is an example of the payoff from our investment in our extensive port system – in our Georgia-grown companies – and in our international economic development.  

We know the value of marketing our brand abroad – we have 10 Georgia offices around the world and are opening a new one in China this month.  In 2005 Georgia went on 15 international trade missions.  In 2006 the state led 31, and this year our team will call on companies in 38 countries. 

We are building a new market awareness, new international position and a new Global Georgia. 
Ladies and gentlemen, I am proud to report that Georgia is thriving.  We are growing and prospering.  
I have a long-term vision for our state.  Improving our schools, our roads, developing our international presence – we must view these challenges as opportunities to make a long-lasting improvement.  
We will not manage Georgia just for today, or just for the remainder of this term.  Keeping the main thing the main thing – we are governing for the future, for our grandchildren, for Georgia’s grandchildren.  

We are making decisions based on fact and moving forward with an eye on the horizon.   
The sun is rising over Georgia.  It is our responsibility to keep it shining overhead.  
